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Mr. Knell holds degrees from Princeton University (BA), the Juilliard School (MM), and the University of Texas at
Austin (DMA), and he was a Fulbright Fellow at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki, Finland. His principal composition
teachers have included Dan Welcher, Donald Grantham, and David Diamond. He is currently a freelance composer
based in Los Angeles, and he served as Composer-in-Residence for the American Music Festival in Cluj, Romania, in
November 2004,

Program Note
Sing, Praise! was composed during the summer of 2004 for the American Music Festival in Cluj, Romania. It is a set

of seven brief "Alleluias" of contrasting style and character. It was first performed on November 5, 2004, by the
Symphonic Chorus of the Filharmonica de Stat "Transilvania", conducted by Jeffrey Bernstein.

Performance Note
The piece is intended to be modular: the entire set may be presented, or subsets of the piece may be performed.
Although the pieces-are given an suggested order, they may be performed in any order; for instance a very successful
alternative order would be: IV-V-1I-111-VI1I-VI-1. Both this order and the original order are composed to be performed
attacca and to create an effective large-scale formal structure.
VI exists in two different transpositions---the one that best suits the chorus should be performed.

111 and V11 call for whistling. This is optional and should only be done if it is secure.
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