Peter Knell

RhythmChanges

for violin and chamber orchestra

(2002)

Duration: ca. 13 minutes



Peter Knell

Rhythm Changes

scored for

2 Flutes

2 Oboes (2" doubles English Horn)

2 Clarinets in Bb (2™ doubles Bass Clarinet)
2 Bassoons (2™ doubles Contrabassoon)

2 French Horn
1 Trumpet in C
1 Bass Trombone

Timpani
Percussion (2 players):
1. (Snare, 2 Suspended Cymbals, Vibraphone, 4 Tom-Toms, Claves

2: 2 Suspended Cymbals, Glockenspiel, Marimba, 5 Temple Blocks,
Bass Drum, Sizzle Cymbal, Triangle

Harp
Solo Violin

Violin |
Violin Il
Viola
Violoncello
Double Bass

C Score

Duration: ca. 13 minutes



Peter Knell

838 S. Arroyo Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91105
tel: (323687-1870
KNELL1@aol.com

Biography

Peter Knell (b. 1970) has received awards in numerous national and international competitions,
including First Prizes in the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra's 10th New Music Festival
International Composers Competition, the Indiana State University Contemporary Music
Festival/Louisville Orchestra Prize, and the Omaha Symphony Guild International New Music
Competition, and Second Prizes in the Fourth International Witold Lutoslawski Composers
Competition, the First International Composers' Competition "In Memoriam Zoltan Kodaly", and
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra’'s Young Composers Competition. He has also receiveda
Fulbright Fellowship, a BMI Student Composer Award, two ASCAP Foundation Morton Gould
Young Composers Awards, grants from the Paloheimo Foundation and Meet the Composer, and
commissions from the Fromm Music Foundation, Ying Quartet, Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra,
Barlow Endowment for Music Composition, Pacific Serenades, Oakland East Bay Symphony,
and Dale Warland Singers, among others.

His music has been performed at the Aspen, Bowdoin, Chautauqua, June in Buffalo, Norfolk,
Oregon Bach, Ernest Bloch, New Music'North and MATA festivals, by ensembles such as the
Hungarian Radio Orchestra, Louisville Orchestra, Kremlin Chamber Orchestra, Filharmonia de
Stat “Transilvania”, Winnipeg, Omaha, Richmond, Memphis, and Oakland East Bay Symphony
Orchestras, the Onyx String Quartet, Verdi Quartett, Southwest. Chamber Music, Volti Chamber
Chorus, counter)induction, and.by soloists including James Dunham, Martin Chalifour, and the
German alto Ingeborg Danz. It has been broadcast nationally in Russia, Canada, Hungary and
Finland, as well as in several US cities. His Seven Last Words, based on paintings of Rolf Stein,
is available in a book/CD format from Valve-Hearts, Cologne. A compact disc featuring his
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Program Note

Rhythm Changes was composed in 2002 for Cologne-based duo lirico, who gave the premiere of
the work in January 2003, and was subsequently arranged for violin and orchestra. My preceding
works, Dialogues for viola and piano and LINES/ANGLES for orchestra, had been growing in
harmonic and melodic complexity. Rhythm Changes represented a shift to a more lighthearted
affect and an embrace of my American musical heritage. As the title suggests, it pays homage to
Gershwin and to the jazz tradition of building new works on the harmonic progression
(*changes”) from “I Got Rhythm”, though highly sublimated. Unable to resist the musical pun,
the work is also an exploration of constantly shifting rhythms.
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